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A Guide for Neighborhood Reps  
A neighbor e-mailed me the 
following note.  “We need to 
protect the long-term citizens 
and taxpayers who have made 
these communities valuable and 
worth living in. . . So a few 
people get a few extra dollars for 
their property and the developer 
gets millions and destroys our 
way of life and moves on . . . 
leaving behind the destruction of 
existing communities.  I see it 
daily as I drive around DeKalb.  
In fact, I see it time and time 
again each day when I look out 
my kitchen window.” 

�� If I had my druthers, I druther 
have the quiet ambiance of a 
neighborhood than the frantic  
noisy, crowded shopping center.  
If I had my druthers, I druther 
have a school that has won 
national, regional and state 
awards.  I druther have trees, 
streams and space to breathe, 
than high density and the 
second worse traffic congestion 
in the country.  I druther not be 
told that a plan for building 4,000 
more units, apartments and 
condos, will help to put us 
“ahead of the curve”.   I druther 
zoning ord inances were 
enforced.  They are there for 
good reason.  They are 
supposed to protect residential 
neighborhoods.  If I had my 

druthers,  the local newspaper 
would see its function as 
reporting the news rather than 
civic boosterism.  If I had my 
druthers, I druther see a 
beautiful grove of old 
hardwoods than a gated 
complex of condos or a paved 
parking lot.  If I had my 
druthers, I druther believe no 
one is so greedy that they 
would shove their elderly 
parents off a cliff if the parents 
were reluctant to move out of 
the way.  I druther remember 
my quotes accurately . . .  
“These things last: faith, hope, 
and charity.” (St. Paul) I 
remember an ancient Greek 
philosopher wrote that the 
good life is characterized by 
c o u r a g e ,  j u s t i c e  a n d 
moderation.  What lasts?  
What’s good?  Answers can 
be found in neighborhoods. . . 
John Stabler 
 President, DECA 
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REDUCE REUSE RECYCLE            
DeKalb County’s residential recycling 
program has been underway now for two 
years.  17,550 out of 173,000 homes are 
involved.  The north district, which includes 
DECA, leads the pack with 10,575 homes.    
The new thrust of the recycling program is 
directed at businesses.  So, if anyone 
ready this is interested in involving their 
office or place of work in recycling in an 
effort to benefit our environment and save 
money, please call the county at 404-294-
2900 for more information. 
Some of you may be ‘sharing a bin and 
bags with a neighbor, which is a frugal 
idea, especially if your trash heap is small.  
Or, you may be recycling through another 
venue.  Let me know (770-986-4996) who 
you are so that I can include you in your 
neighborhood count.  I am challenging 
each of you environmentalists to recruit a 
new member or offer to share your 
resources with a neighbor in ‘08! 
WATER CONSERVATION 
A “freebee’ from DeKalb County is a 
“thumbs up” deal, as far as my husband is 
concerned. It’s called a Complimentary 
Flow Kit, and contains a water saving 
shower head, a flow meter bag, two 
aerators, and two leak detector tablets for 
the toilet.  Remember, it’s FREE.  Call 770-
621-7266 to get yours today. 
 

ISLANDS IN THE SUN  
In spite of the drought, our beautification 
project at I-85/Shallowford has been very 
successful.  Billie Sherrod, has been 
instrumental in rounding up helpers for her 
area.  Our cleanups are on the third Saturday 
of each month.  Catherine Duyos/Marlin 
Acres (A grad of St. Pius) has agreed to take 
charge of  her  island.   Thank you Catherine.  
DECA members who have faithfully worked 
on the islands last year include Dan Harris, 
Jimmy Dorsey, Kurt Carlson, Michael Besal, 
Jim Scarborough, and Ginny Myers.  Sam & 
Carmen Powell have helped us financially. 
Working with you has been a pleasure.  
PDK WATCH/OPEN DEKALB  
The lawsuit against DeKalb County and the 
FAA for breach of contract regarding the 
66,000lb. weight limit is expected to be filed 
by the end of January 2008. The next couple 
of years are going to be very long as we 
struggle to raise the funds necessary to carry 
this forward.  I’m counting on all of you to 
participate in this effort.  We also need ideas 
for fund raisers. For further information, or to 
make a tax deductible on line contribution, 
see (http://www.opendekalbinc.org) 
PERSONAL  
I wish to thank all of my DECA friends who 
have supported us in so many ways this past 
year.  We are settled in our new home in 
Appling Hts. And are very happy. We do miss 
our home on Woodacres and enjoyed our six 
month stay on Frontier Woods.  What a 
difference a year can make.  

DECA Web site                     
http//decaonline.org  
Yahoo group                         
http//groups.yahoo.com/
group/DECA_Atlanta/ 
 
DECA Officers 
PRESIDENT  
John Stabler 
jodynjohn@bellsouth.net 
 
VICE PRESIDENT   
Ursula Lentine 
ursula4usa@yahoo.com 
 
SECRETARY  
John Martin 
jnvm@bellsouth.net 
 
TREASURER  
Dan Harris 
770-457-6916 
 
Neighborhood Reps 
Appling Heights  
Michele Yackel 
myackel1@yahoo.com  
 
Beverly Woods  
Melissa Slaughter 
msslaughter610_2000 
@yahoo.com  
 
Dresden Square 
April Rogers  
aprilarogers@hotmail.com  
       
Frontier Woods  
Ryburn Clay 
theclays@bellsouth.net 
 
LaVenture Forest 
Howard Meyer  
hmeyer1168@comcast.net 
 
Marlin Acres 
Michael Besal 
mbesal@hotmail.com 
 
Wakefield Forest  
Judy Brooks 
judyrealtor@bellsouth.net          
 
Nikki VanDerGrinten                        
404-633-3952 
 
Whispering Hills: no rep 
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Home phone emergency: 911 

If you call using a cell phone, 
especially on the north side of DECA,  
there is a chance you may patch into 
Chamblee's 911 system. Call 404-294-
2911 when using your cell phone to get 
DeKalb . 

Non-Emergency numbers:  
 678-406-7929 

Government services  
(non-emergency) 311 
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Wesley Mallett 

Century Center Branch Manager 

(404) 633-2525 

“All Services, All Access, All the Time”  

Advertise in the DECAzette 
Business Card  $20 

Quarter Page     $35 

Half Page           $45 

Contact: 
  judyrealtor@bellsouth.net 
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On January 8th, 2008 the BOC passed a resolution to issue re-
bates, which will be available to owners of individually metered 
dwellings constructed before 1993, including apartments.  There 
is $100 rebate for a high efficiency toilet that has an EPA Water 
Sense label and uses 1.28 gallons per flush and a $50 rebate for 
low flow toilets with a capacity of 1.6 gallons per flush.  A house-
hold would be limited to three rebates.  The toilet has to be pur-
chased on or after Jan. 1, 2008.  Rebate forms and a list of quali-
fying toilets will be available on the Web site of the Department of 
Watershed Management. . The rebate program could cost the 
country an additional $500,000 in lost water revenue due to the 
reduced water usage with the new toilets.    Notices about the 
rebates will be included in the water bills and posted on DCTV 
and the county Web site. 

The Board deferred their vote on the Inefficient Plumbing Fixture 
Replacement Plan ordinance until their next meeting on Jan. 22.  
Under the current version of the retrofit ordinance, the seller “shall 
ensure that the qualifying property has been retrofitted with water 
conserving plumbing fixtures.”  The purchaser would not be al-
lowed to obtain water service from the county until a certificate of 
compliance signed by an inspector or licensed plumber is at-

tached to the application for water service.  The ordinance would 
apply to the sales of any dwelling or commercial building built 
before 1993 in unincorporated DeKalb County.  The effective date 
for the revised ordinance has been pushed back from Jan.1 to 
June 1, 2008 for sales of residential property and Jan 1, 2009 for 
sales of commercial property. Commissioner Jeff Rader proposed 
an amendment to close a possible loophole for some multi-family 
dwellings.  

The law would require low flow toilets that use a maximum of 1.6 
gallons per flush, showerheads that emit a maximum of 2.5 gal-
lons of water per minute, lavatory faucets that emit a maximum of 
two gallons per minute and kitchen faucets that emit a maximum 
of 2.2 gallons per minute.  A first violation would result in a warn-
ing.  The fine for a second conviction was reduced in December 
from $500 to $250 and for a third conviction from $1,000 to $500. 
The director of DeKalb Department of Watershed Management, 
Francis Kung’u, said there are 165,000 residences in DeKalb that 
were built before 1993 that would be subject to this proposed 
ordinance. 

 —from BROADCAST ATLANTA  published 09, January, 2008 by 
Mary Swint and edited for this publication by Judy Brooks 

Water Restrictions   
 

We are now at Level 4  
All outdoor watering is banned/illegal.. 

Report Violators to 770-270-6243 

1. Don’t let water run when rinsing dishes 

2. Only run full loads in washer and dishwasher. 

3. Compost leftover organic foods, rather than running the 
garbage disposal. 

4. Track your use to tell you how you use your water and 
warn of a leak.  

5. Install a layer of mulch around plants to reduce evapora-
tion and need for watering. 

6. Keep showers to 5 minutes.   

7. While waiting for water to get hot, capture the cold water 

in buckets and use it to water plants or flush toilets. 

8. Replace old toilets and faucets with newer water saving 
fixtures.  

9. Adjust lawn mower to higher setting. 

10. Winterize outdoor faucets.   

11. Insulate hot water pipes. 

12. Direct downspouts to trees and shrubs.   

13. Turn off water while shaving or brushing your teeth. 

14. Educate your children about water conservation 

(�,��-�.����  

Reduce *  Reuse *  Recycle  

Call 404-294-2900 or email                         
callcenter@co.dekalb.ga.us 

(Aluminum is still collected on 
Mondays and Newspapers are 
collected on Fridays) 
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Daisies to Publix for providing us 
with food at our quarterly meetings 
 

Daisies to Ursula Lentine for 
spearheading the next phase of 
Shallowford Road’s development. 
 

Daisies to John Stabler for presiding 
over the board this past year and 
Daisies to Jody for letting him do it. 
 

Dandelions to those who make our 
streets less safe, be it drugs, 
prostitution, robbery, or worse. 
  

Daisies to Judy Brooks, for 
everything she does, not the least of 
which has been putting this 
newsletter together 
 

Daisies to June Matthies and Roy 
Goldenberg for chairing our 
nominating committee. 
 

Dandelions to those neighbors who 
insist on parking on the 
grass...illegally or the old rooster 
now and then 
 

Daisies to all who post or read the 
Yahoo group, attend DECA 
meetings, represent DECA at 
government meetings, join in the 
clean-ups, eat with the DECA 
diners, and otherwise make DECA a 
truly civic organization. 
 

Daisies to Dan Harris for delivering 
the DECAzette to a neighborhood 
(Whispering Hills) he doesn’t live in, 
and to Michelle Yackel for offering to 
do it as well. 
 

Daisies will be given to any and 
all who deserve our thanks. 
Dandelions will never be pointed 
out by name. If you have an 
unsung hero in your 
neighborhood, send me a note: 
jnvm@bellsouth.net 

Dear neighbors: pay attention to any 
news regarding these issues for our 
neighborhoods. If you are concerned 
contact your neighborhood rep for 
support. 

1. Crossroads Village is now under 
construction at Clairmont and 
Buford Highway (Maaco will be 
dressed up) 

2. Chamblee-Tucker@Shallowford 
Road (behind the Shell station). 
Has been denied thanks to 
Elaine Boyer and the BOC. 

3. St. Pius is expanding in various 
ways, and DECA members are 
keeping an eye on developments 
there.  Their proposal has been 
approved with conditions. 

4. Tanglewood Circle, adjacent to 
Wakefield Forest, has a zoning 
proposal to put eight houses on 
one tract, ( to be called 
Tanglewood Farms) increasing 
concerns regarding storm water 
retention and traffic. Has been 
approved with conditions and 
some variances have been 
requested. 

5. Dering Circle (South side) 4 
parcels have been brought 
together to be rezoned to Multi-
Family with a proposal to build 
35 Townhomes in current single 
family zoning.  The concerns are 
obvious with increased density 
and traffic plus the loss of the 
tree canopy. 

6. Sembler development and 
Executive Park proposals on 
North Druid Hills/Briarcliff Road 
area adjacent to I-85. This 
development is larger than 
Atlantic Station and the  Doraville 
GM plant. Concerns include 
traffic, increases in residences 
(3,200 to 4,000) and loss of 
valuable school properties.    

The DECA Board elections will 
be held at the Quarterly Meeting, 
January 17th, 2008. The DECA 
nominating committee, chaired by 
June Matthies, has put forth the 
following slate of officers which 
have been approved by the 
DECA board. As per the DECA 
by-laws, additional nominations 
may be made from the floor at 
the annual meeting” in January. 
 
¨ President: John Martin 
¨ Vice President: Judy Brooks 
¨ Secretary: Sheila Rotter 
¨ Treasurer: Dan Harris 
 
John Stabler, as past-president, 
is a designated member of the 
board. Neighborhood 
representatives are also 
members of the board. The 
nominated representatives are:  
  
¨ Appling Heights: Michelle 

Yackel and Nikki 
vanderGrinten 

¨ Beverly Hills: Melissa 
Slaughter and Roy 
Goldenberg 

¨ Dresden Square: April 
Rogers 

¨ Frontier Woods: Ryburn Clay 
¨ LaVenture Forest: Howard 

Meyer 
¨ Marlin Acres: Michael Besal 
¨ Wakefield Forest: Irene 

Carter 
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Personal Safety 

The 10-second rule:  

Take 2 seconds when you park: look 
for suspicious activity and make sure 
it is well-lit. 

Take 2 seconds when you step out: 
check for people around you and that 
you know exactly where you are 
going. 

Take 2 seconds to observe your 
surroundings as you walk towards 
your destination. 

Take 2 seconds to make sure you can 
enter safely and that you are not being 
followed 

Set up a “distress-code” system 

1. Keep your cell phone available 

2. Set up 3-5 contacts on speed dial. 

3. Create an innocuous code like “I’m 
waiting for Mr. Smith to call”, “Could 
you look up something in the red file  
for me” or “I can’t find my 
Blackberry ” as clues for someone to 
call 911. These are just suggestions 
of code words that could alert 
someone that you need assistance 
but can’t tell them. 

DECA members are 
reinvigorating neighborhood 
watch groups throughout our 
area. This effort began with a 
public meeting with DeKalb 
Police Chief Terrell Bolton that 
was well attended by both 
neighborhood residents and 
police staff. 

Without opportunity there is 
no crime!  

Out of sight, out of mind ! 

Your Responsibilities as a 
Neighborhood Resident 

1. Know your neighbors. 

2. Exchange phone 
numbers, types of cars, 
and other pertinent 
information with your 
neighbors 

3. Let a trusted neighbor 
know when you are 
going to be away from 
home. 

4. Make sure your home is 
secured. 

5. Watch out for suspicious 
persons or cars. 

6. Keep a log of (time and 
date) what you see this 

7. Keep your block captain 
informed as to crime 
incidents that occur at 
your home or that you 
witness in which you 
have to call and make a 
police report 

A functioning 
neighborhood watch is a 
communications network 
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Presidential Primary Election 

February 5, 20008 

Advance voting, where you may vote in person,  will take place January 28—
February 2, 2008, from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the following locations: 

¨ Main Office, 4380 Memorial Dr. Suite 300, Decatur 
¨ Brook Run , 4770 N. Peachtree Rd 
¨ Northlake, DeKalb County Fire Headquarters, 1950 West Exchange Place,  
 
You may vote at your precinct on February 5, 2008 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

You may see the website at https://dklbweb.dekalbga.org/voter/ or you may call 
 404-298-4020 for further information. 
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DECA Calendar of events 

January  17 Quarterly Meeting @ Dresden Elementary 7PM 

TBA DECA Spring picnic to be announced  

February 4 DECA Board Meeting @ American Legion 7PM  

 

St. Pius X Catholic High 
School  

A good and caring 
neighbor 

 http://www.spx.org/ 

 

HOMEOWNER INSURANCE 

ALERT 

Please, carefully check your insur-
ance policy to make sure the re-
placement value of your home is re-
alistic in today’s market.  If you have 
questions, call your agent to go over 
this with you.  Many of us might also 
consider adding flood insurance to 
our policies.  The cost is minimal 
considering the loss if we are not 
covered. 

_____________________________ 

We thank Publix for pro-
viding refreshments for 
our meetings and support-
ing DECA with our many 
projects. 


